The 38th Leeds-Lyon Symposium on Tribology was held at the Institut National des Sciences Applique´es de Lyon (INSA de Lyon) from Tuesday 6 September to Friday 9 September 2011.
The title was 'Energy and Health': two of the most challenging problems of today which also provide opportunities for scientific ad vancement and economic growth. Energy and health are leading issues as the twenty first century evolves. In these arenas, the importance of Tribology continues to be paramount and thus we dedicated the 38th Leeds-Lyon Symposium to these twin themes.
Dr Eric Maurincomme, recently appointed as the Director of INSA de Lyon, opened the Symposium and welcomed the 210 participants from 30 different countries. This year no less than 77 PhD students attended the symposium. This significant participation is greatly encouraging for all those in Leeds and in Lyon who have worked to offer them the opportunity of presenting their work in an international conference at a preferential rate.
Six invited talks were given: -'On the identification of wear modes and transitions using airborne wear particles generated from sliding steel on steel contact', by U. We want to thank the invited speakers for giving us their perspectives on the challenges and opportunities related to this year's themes. These keynotes were followed by 123 oral presentations organized in three parallel sessions. The authors were able to submit their contribution according to 8 technical tracks proposed by the scientific organizing committee. For this initiative we would like to thank Drs Yves Berthier, Sylvie Descartes, Nicolas Fillot, Francesco Massi, Mathieu Renouf, Aure´lien Saulot, Anna-Maria Sfarghiu and Fabrice Ville. The sessions were lively, keeping up the long Leeds-Lyon Symposia tradition of friendly but passionate debates. Our sincere thanks go to all the presenters for their excellent talks, to the session chairmen for keeping the sessions on schedule and to the participants for the excellent discussions. Finally we gratefully acknowledge the financial support for the symposium, received from SKF-ERC (The Netherlands).
In order to honour one of the co-founders of the Leeds-Lyon Symposia on Tribology, LaMCoS has instituted the Maurice Godet Award, which was offered for the first time in 2000. This prize is attributed at every Lyon Symposium to the best paper and presentation by a young researcher. It commemorates the work of Maurice Godet as well as the importance he attached to attracting young and promising scientists to the field of Tribology. This year's prize went unanimously to Mr Sharad Jain for the paper entitled 'Skidding behaviour of angular contact ball bearings under combined radial and axial loads, and time-varying operating conditions', co-authored by Dr H. Hunt (Engineering Department, University of Cambridge, UK). The prize was presented by Professor John A. Tichy.
The 38th Leeds-Lyon Symposium on Tribology coincided with the very recent retirement of two key persons in the Lyon staff: Mrs Anne-Marie Colin and Mr Maurice Bouvier. The organizers thank them from the bottom of their hearts for their deep involvement in keeping the tradition of a well-organized conference, open to social and cultural events, and for their kindness and support in all matters contributing to a rewarding experience for the attendees. Professor Ge´rard Dalmaz offered them a present during the closure session, on behalf of all those involved in organizing the conference, both in Leeds and Lyon.
The editors are grateful to all the permanent members and PhD students of the Laboratoire de Me´canique des Contacts et des Structures (LaMCoS) at the Institut National des Sciences Applique´es de Lyon who gave their time and energy to make this event run smoothly.
For the seventh year, the authors were given the possibility of submitting their papers for consideration for publication in either Tribology International or the Journal of Engineering Tribology Special Issues. The papers were reviewed according to the journals' usual standards, in accordance with the international peerreview procedures. The organizers would like to personally thank the authors for supplying their manuscript according to the Journals recommendations and the external reviewers for providing timely and highquality reviews.
We now look forward to the 39th Leeds-Lyon Symposium on Tribology, to be held in Leeds from Tuesday 4 to Friday 7 September 2012, under the title 'Great Challenges in Tribology'.
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